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far-reaching. Sears was not an educational re*
former in the modern sense. He seems to' have
had no new philosophy of education but took the
best schools of the nation as a standard and strove
to bring the schools of the South up to that stand-
ard. Through the aid of the Fund model schools
were established in every State. The University
of North Carolina opened its doors to the teachers
of the State for professional training during the
summer and was apparently the first of the sum-
mer schools now so numerous and popular. Direct
appropriations in aid of schools were made out of
the Fund, provided the community by taxation or
subscription raised much larger sums. The Pea-
body Normal College at Nashville, Tennessee, was
founded, and no effort was spared to develop a
general interest in public education. Advice to
legislatures, trustees, or communities was given
when asked but so tactfully that neither resentment
nor suspicion was aroused.

Before his death, Dr. Sears had chosen Dr. J.
L. M. Curry as his successor, and the choice was
promptly ratified by the trustees. Dr. Curry was
a thorough Southerner, a veteran of both the Mexi-
can and the Civil War. He had first practiced law
and had sat in the House of Representatives of the